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Table 2: Geographical areas with the 
highest rates of specific social problems 

12.3 Social groups

In this section we summarise the main findings of the report according to five social groups: 
Indigenous Australians, migrants, people with disability and health problems, children and youth, and 
women. The findings are presented after a short background on each social group. 

12.3.1 Indigenous Australians 

Indigenous Australians are the most disadvantaged group in Australia, as measured by a range of 
socioeconomic indicators including education, employment, income, housing and contact with the 
justice system. The increased burden of disease carried by the Aboriginal population cannot however 
be fully explained by socioeconomic disadvantage alone or even in combination with other health 
risk factors, such as smoking, risk drinking, and poor housing. A range of socioeconomic indicators 
demonstrate the relative disadvantage of the Indigenous Australians in NSW. In 2006, one percent of 
the total population in Sydney were Indigenous Australians. Suburbs recording the highest proportions 
of Indigenous Australians can be found in the introduction. 

Children: The median age of Indigenous Australians was 22 years (compared to 35 for the total Sydney 
population), with 11.8 percent under five and only 1.2 percent aged 75 years and over. Indigenous children 
were more likely than their non-Indigenous counterparts to live in lone parent families or with relatives 
other than their biological parents; are also more likely to live in households with low incomes, and in 
those in which the adults were less likely to be employed. Thirty percent of children in out-of-home care 
were Indigenous Australians. The rate of infant mortality and of low birth weight rate was considerably 
higher amongst Indigenous Australian babies than for the total NSW population. The teenage fertility 
rate of Indigenous women was more than four times the teenage fertility rate of all women. 

Area	 Low 	 Low 	 House 	 Unemploy-	 Government 	 Low rates of 	 Low
	 housing	 income	 loan	 ment	 schools	 university	 internet
	 affordability		  stress			   qualifications	 access

Airds (City of Campbelltown)	 	 •		  •	 •	 •	 •

Auburn (Auburn Council)	 		  •	 •			 

Bankstown (City of Bankstown)	 	 •	 •		  •	 •	

Blacktown (City of Blacktown)	 	 •		  •	 •	 •	

Cabramatta (City of Fairfield)	 	 •		  •	 •	 •	 •

Campbelltown (City of Campbelltown)	 •			   •			 

Canterbury (City of Canterbury)	 	 •	 •				  

Claymore (City of Campbelltown)	 			   •	 •		

Fairfield (City of Fairfield)	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •

Kurnell (Sutherland Shire)	 				    •		

La Perouse (Randwick)	 			   •		  •	

Mt Druitt (City of Blacktown)	 	 •		  •		  •	

Penrith (City of Penrith)	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •
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Housing: Home ownership rates among Indigenous households are less than half those of non-
Indigenous households. The homelessness rate is higher among Indigenous Australians (110 homeless 
people per 10,000, compared to 40 among non-indigenous) and 17.6 percent of SAAP clients in NSW 
were Aboriginal people. Indigenous Australians were also more likely to rent a dwelling, to be a multi-
family household or have seven or more usual residents.

Income: Indigenous Australians have higher rates of unemployment and are more likely to be part of 
low income households. 

Health: Indigenous Australians reported their health to be worse than the rest of the population. 
Indigenous Australians have significantly lower life expectancy, higher rates of long term and 
chronic health conditions and higher rates of risk behaviour. They are much more likely to have a 
disability or long-term health condition. More than three-quarters of Aboriginal deaths in NSW are 
potentially avoidable. 

Education: Indigenous Australians have lower results in numeracy and literacy tests, a higher 
proportion of students not meeting the NSW benchmarks, and the lowest school retention rate that was 
far lower than the state average. The indigenous population also had higher proportions of persons 
with no post-school qualifications.

Crime and Safety: The rate of appearance in court on criminal charges is 13 times higher for 
Indigenous Australians than non-Indigenous Australians, and the rate of Indigenous imprisonment 
in NSW is ten times that of non-Indigenous Australians. Reoffending was also higher for 
Indigenous youth and Indigenous adults. There are higher rates of child abuse and domestic 
violence among Indigenous Australians. 

Accessibility & Participation: Indigenous Australian household have lower levels of internet access. 

12.3.2 Migrants

Sydney had the highest proportion of overseas-born residents for all Australian cities. Although social 
diversity contributes to and enriches Australian society, migrants, particularly non-English speakers, 
often face difficulties such as language barriers, economical and social difficulties, and even cultural 
differences and discrimination. 

High concentrations of recent arrivals include Parramatta and in areas surrounding tertiary institutions. 
Other areas with high concentration of migrants were in Liverpool to Canterbury; Homebush West, 
Cabramatta, Fairfield and Campsie. The inner city area, particularly the CBD, Haymarket and Ultimo, 
also had very high proportions of people born overseas. 

Income: economic deprivation was more prevalent among migrants than for other citizens. In times of 
crisis, many migrants could not get support from persons living outside their household, which highlights 
both economic and social problems. Unemployment was higher among migrants, and the highest rates of 
unemployment were found among migrants from Iraq, Lebanon, Turkey, and China. Compared to those 
born in Australia, migrants had higher percentage of the population not in the workforce. 

Education: The majority of migrant children (91%) were attending government schools. Migrants, 
especially from non-English speaking countries, had much lower rates of participation in both formal 
and informal adult education. 
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Crime and Safety: Fear of crime is widespread amongst migrant groups, especially amongst older 
people and women. This includes concern about safety using public transport and transport hubs, as 
well as perceptions of youth gangs.

Accessibility & Participation: People who were born in Australia were more likely than migrants to 
volunteer especially in comparison to migrants from a non-English speaking background. Migrants 
from the Middle-East showed very low rates of volunteerism. Migrants reported lower social 
participation for both adults and children (for example in culture and leisure activities). 

12.3.3 Children and youth 

In 2006, 19 percent of the population in Sydney was under 14 and 26 percent were under 19. Children 
are often at risk of social exclusion, and the impact of social disadvantage on children can be long-
term. Socially excluded families tend to have more children and therefore the number of social 
excluded children should also be taken into consideration. The following indicators demonstrate the 
social problems of children in Sydney. 

Family status: A high percentage of children had a natural parent living elsewhere and/or were 
members of divorcing families, and 0.8 percent of children were in out-of-home care. 

Income: One tenth of children in Sydney were living in poverty and 14.2 percent were living in 
jobless families. 

Health: In general, mortality rates, child mortality rates and incidences of low birthweight are 
relatively low in Australia and Sydney. Despite this general trend, some groups have values for these 
indicators at elevated levels, including Indigenous Australians and teenage mothers. Mortality rates 
are higher among children under one and among teenagers. Around 4 percent of all children aged 
0–14 years had a profound/severe disability. Health risks for boys tend to be higher than for girls. 
Adolescents (especially males) in Sydney tend to take risks such as drinking, smoking, drug abuse, 
dangerous driving and suicide. 

Education: Just over one-half of children under 5 in NSW attended school, preschool or formal 
care. There were 521,785 children over the age of 5 attending school. Of the one-quarter who had 
a language background other than English, 60 percent were in government schools. The apparent 
retention rates from year 7 to year 12 in NSW in 2007 were 69.7 percent, lower than in the previous 
three years and lower than the national rate.

Crime and safety: There was an alarming increase in the number of children who were victim to 
direct child abuse (physical, emotional or sexual) and indirect domestic violence. Children under 
one were the age group with the highest risk of being abused. There was a 40 percent increase in the 
number of children in out-of-home care. Adolescents, in particular males, were highly involved in 
violence and crime, both as victims and as offenders. 

12.3.4 People with disability and health problems

Approximately 20 percent of Sydney residents have some disability, but 4 percent have a profound or 
severe disability. Older people tend to have higher rates of disability. Among children age 19 or less, 8 
percent have some physical disability and 4 percent have a profound core activity limitation. Almost 
17 percent of women, and 18 percent of men, report a mental illness. 
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Housing: Seventeen percent of people with disabilities reside in public housing. People with a 
psychiatric disability are at particularly high risk of experiencing housing problems and form a 
significant proportion of the homeless population. An increasing number of people with disabilities are 
remaining in the care of their families, instead of seeking professional care. 

Education: 4.3 percent of school students had a disability, most of them in government schools. The 
lack of physical access in educational institutions is a significant barrier to students with physical 
disabilities. Only a small percentage of schools are physically accessible, and thus students with 
physical disabilities do not have a right to attend regular classes in local schools. Only 30 percent of 
people with disability had completed year 12 compared to 49 percent of those with no disability.

Income: People with disabilities have the lowest average personal income and the highest rate of 
unemployment. High unemployment is also found among people with a mental disorder. Public 
transportation and work places are not always accessible. Families with a child with a disability were 
more likely to be living in areas of greater socioeconomic disadvantage. 

Crime and Safety: A very high percentage of prisoners are affected by mental disorders. 

12.3.5 Older Australians

The number of older people (age 65 years and more) is increasing in Sydney, as is their relative 
proportion of the overall Sydney population. 

Housing: Many older Australians live in private dwellings. High rates of older Sydneysiders belong to 
a lone-person household. 

Income: The poverty rate is higher among older people in Sydney, reflecting their worsening economic 
situation over the last few years. Average weekly earnings tend to be much lower than the overall average 
income, and many older people are reliant on government pensions. Additionally, older people can find it 
more difficult to find a job due to age-based selection, their own disability or their own duties as carers. 

Health: Reported levels of health declined with age, and older people report more health problems, 
higher rates of disability and greater needs for assistance. 

Crime and safety: Despite the likelihood of being victim to crime declining with age, older people in 
Sydney tend to have heightened perceptions of insecurity. 

Accessibility & Participation: In comparison with other age groups, older people in Sydney 
participated least in civic and political groups. They also demonstrated the lowest rates of 
volunteering. Despite these, they report a greater sense of feeling that they were able to have a say in 
community on important issues. 

12.3.6 Women 

Females comprise 50.7 percent of the Sydney population. Most lone parents were women. 

Income: Women have lower income than men. The female unemployment rate was higher than for 
men, but there has been an increase in work participation for women in recent years. Despite this, most 
women work part time. Women had more barriers to work than men, because they reported additional 
duties in caring for children or the elderly and having less training and experience. 
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Health: In general, women’s health is better than men’s. Women tend to be healthier, live longer and are 
less likely to engage in behavior that affects their health. Despite this, women are less physically active 
than men, have higher rates of mental disorder, and more women require physical assistance than men. 
The greatest causes of death among women are cardiovascular diseases and cancer. The fertility rate has 
declined significantly over the years; however it remains very high among Indigenous women.

Education: More females remained in school than males, but the situation was reversed among 
Indigenous students. There are more females than males completing higher education. Women are also 
underrepresented in trade apprenticeships.

Housing: There are only 150 crisis accommodation beds for single women in the Greater Sydney area. 

Crime and Safety: There is an increase in the number of domestic violence reports, of which women 
were the main victims. The perpetrators of these crimes were usually their partner. Although there 
is a decline in many types of crime, rape is on the rise. Although women are much less involved 
in violence and crime as offenders, the fastest growing group in prisons is women, particularly 
Indigenous Australian females. 
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14  Abbreviations

ABS	 Australian Bureau of Statistics
ACT	 Australian Capital Territory
AIHW	 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
CSE	 Child Social Exclusion
GDI	 General Deprivation Index
GDP	 Gross Domestic Product
HILDA	 Household Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia
LGA	 Local Government Area
NSW 	 New South Wales
NT	 Northern Territory
QLD 	 Queensland
SA 	 South Australia
SEIFA	 Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas
SAAP	 Supported Accommodation Assistance Program
SD 	 statistical division
SLA	 Statistical Local Area
UK 	 United Kingdom
USA 	 United States of America
Vic.	 Victoria
WA 	 Western Australia
WHO	 World Health Organisation 
ADVO	 Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders 
AVO	 Apprehended Violence Orders
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15  Glossary
Age-specific fertility rate	

The number of live births (occurred or 
registered) during the calendar year, according 
to the age of mother, per 1,000 of the female 
resident population of the same age at 30 June. 
For calculating these rates, births to mothers 
under 15 years are included in the 15–19 years 
age group, and births to mothers aged 50 years 
and over are included in the 45–49 years age 
group. Pro rata adjustment is made for births for 
which the age of mother is not given.

Anxiety disorders

Feelings of tension, distress or nervousness. 
Includes Agoraphobia, Social phobia, Panic 
disorder, Generalised anxiety disorder (GAD), 
Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), and 
Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

Apparent retention rate	

This is the number of school students in a 
designated level/year of education expressed 
as a percentage of their respective cohort group 
(which is either at the commencement of 
their secondary schooling or Year 10). In this 
publication, apparent retention rates are generally 
calculated for full-time school students who 
continued to Year 12 of secondary schooling.

Apprehended Violence Order (AVO)	

Apprehended Violence Orders (AVOs) are orders 
that a court makes to protect people. AVOs 
protect people by ordering a number of things 
that the defendant must not do. Depending on the 
relationship between the applicant and defendant, 
AVOs can relate to either domestic violence or 
non-domestic related (personal) violence.

Average weekly earnings	

Average weekly earnings statistics represent 
average gross (before tax) earnings of employees 

and do not relate to average award rates nor to 
the earnings of the ‘average person’. Estimates 
of average weekly earnings are derived by 
dividing estimates of weekly total earnings by 
estimates of number of employees. 

Break and enter/ attempted break and enter

An incident where a person’s home, garage 
or shed had been broken into, or where an 
attempt was made to break into a person’s 
home, garage or shed. Break and enter offences 
relating to a car or garden are excluded.

Broadband	

An ‘always on’ Internet connection with an 
access speed equal to or greater than 256 
Kilobits per second.

Child protection report	

A child protection report is initiated when a 
person makes contact with the Department of 
Community Services about a concern for a 
child’s or young person’s welfare or safety.

Closed treatment episode

A period of contact with defined start and finish 
dates between a client and a treatment agency

Community Service Order

The offender is ordered to perform a specified 
number of hours of unpaid community service 
work.

Community-based corrections	

This refers to the community-based management 
of court-ordered sanctions, post-prison 
administrative arrangements and fine conversions, 
which principally involve the provision of one 
or more of the following activities: supervision, 
programs or community work.

Consumer Price Index	

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures 
quarterly changes in the price of a ‘basket’ of 
goods and services which account for a high 
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proportion of expenditure by the CPI population 
group (i.e. metropolitan households). This ‘basket’ 
covers a wide range of goods and services

Core activity limitation	

A person’s overall level of core activity limitation 
is determined by their highest level of limitation 
in any of the core activities (communication, 
mobility or self care). There are four levels:

1. profound: the person is unable to do, or 
always needs help with, a core-activity task

2. severe: the person sometimes needs help 
with a core-activity task; or has difficulty 
understanding or being understood by family or 
friends; or can communicate more easily using 
non-spoken forms of communication

3. moderate: the person needs no help but has 
difficulty with a core activity task

4. mild: the person needs no help and has no 
difficulty with any of the core activity tasks, 
but uses aids and equipment; or cannot easily 
walk 200 metres or up and down stairs without a 
handrail or easily bend to pick up an object from 
the floor or has difficulty using public transport.

Corrective services custody	

Confinement in a place intended primarily for 
the purpose of confining prisoners, such as a 
prison, prison farm, Periodic Detention Centre or 
Community Custody Centre.

Crude divorce rate	

The number of decrees absolute granted during 
the calendar year per 1,000 estimated resident 
population at 30 June.

Crude marriage rate	

The number of marriages registered during 
the calendar year per 1,000 estimated resident 
population at 30 June.

Decile	

Groupings that result from ranking all households 
or people in the population in ascending order 

according to some characteristic such as 
their household income and then dividing the 
population into 10 equal groups, each comprising 
10% of the estimated population.

Dependent child/ren	

An individual who is either a child aged under 15 
years or a child aged 15–24years who is a full-
time dependent student. To be regarded as a child 
the individual cannot have a partner or child of 
his or her own usually resident in the household.

Dial-up connections	

Connection to the Internet via modem and 
dial-up software utilising the public switched 
telecommunication network (PSTN).

Disability	

A limitation, restriction or impairment which has 
lasted, or is likely to last, for at least six months 
and restricts everyday activities.

Disease burden	

Disease burden is the impact of a health 
problem in an area measured by financial cost, 
mortality, morbidity, or other indicators. It is 
often quantified in terms of quality-adjusted life 
years (QALYs) or disability-adjusted life years 
(DALYs), which combine the burden due to both 
death and morbidity into one index.

Dwelling	

Defined as a suite of rooms contained within a 
building which are self-contained and intended 
for long-term residential use. To be self-contained 
the suite of rooms must possess cooking and 
bathing facilities as building fixtures.

Equivalised (disposable) household income	

Equivalised income scales adjust household 
income according to the size and composition 
of the household to enable a better comparison 
of the economic wellbeing of different types of 
households. In the case of the ABS equivalised 
income scale, a lone person household has a 
factor of 1.0, that is, a lone person household’s 
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income is divided by 1.0 to get the equivalised 
household income (i.e. they are the same). For 
other households the factor is the sum of 1.0 
for the first adult, 0.5 for each subsequent adult 
aged 15 years and over, and 0.3 for each child 
aged under 15 years. 

Gini Coefficient Index	

The Gini coefficient is a single statistic which 
summarises the distribution of income across 
the population. It ranges between zero when all 
incomes are equal and one when one unit receives 
all the income. The smaller the Gini coefficient 
the more even the distribution of income.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)	

The total market value of goods and services 
produced in Australia within a given period after 
deducting the cost of goods and services used up 
in the process of production but before deducting 
allowances for the consumption of fixed capital. 
Thus GDP, as here defined, is ‘at market prices’. 
It is equivalent to gross national expenditure plus 
exports of goods and services less imports of 
goods and services. 

Homelessness	

Includes ‘primary’, ‘secondary’ and ‘tertiary’ 
homelessness. Primary homelessness: people 
without conventional accommodation (living 
on the streets, in deserted buildings, improvised 
dwellings, under bridges, in parks etc.). 
Secondary homelessness: people moving 
between various forms of temporary shelter 
including friends, emergency accommodation, 
youth refuges, hostels and boarding houses. 
Tertiary homelessness: people living in single 
rooms in private boarding houses–without their 
own bathroom, kitchen, or security of tenure.

Household	

A group of two or more related or unrelated 
people who usually reside in the same dwelling, 
who regard themselves as a household, and 
who make common provision for food or other 

essentials for living; or a person living in a 
dwelling who makes provision for his/her own 
food and other essentials for living, without 
combining with any other person.

Imprisonment	

An order requiring a person to be detained 
within a facility built especially for the 
purpose of incarceration. Includes: Life and 
indeterminate imprisonment, Imprisonment with 
determined term and Periodic detention.

Indigenous	

A person is defined to be of Indigenous origin if 
he or she identifies themselves as of Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Internet access	

Availability of lines, points, ports, and modem to 
subscribers to access the Internet.

Labour Force Participation rate	

For any group, the labour force expressed as a 
percentage of the civilian population aged 15 
years and over in the same group.

Life expectancy	

Life expectancy refers to the average number 
of additional years a person of a given age and 
sex might expect to live if the age-specific death 
rates of the given period continued throughout 
his or her lifetime. 

Lone person	

A person who makes provision for his or her 
own food and other essentials for living, without 
combining with any other person to form part of 
a multi-person household. He or she may live in 
a dwelling on their own or share a dwelling with 
another individual or family.

Long term unemployment rate	

The number of long term unemployed persons 
expressed as a percentage of the labour force.
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Low birthweight	

Birthweight of less than 2,500 grams. 

Mean income	

The total income received by a group of units 
divided by the number of units in the group. 

Median income	

That level of income which divides the units in 
a group into two equal parts, one half having 
incomes above the median and the other half 
having incomes below the median.

Mental disorder	

According to the ICD–10 Classification of 
Mental and Behavioural Disorders, a disorder 
implies ‘the existence of a clinically recognisable 
set of symptoms or behavior associated in most 
cases with distress and with interference with 
personal functions’ (World Health Organisation, 
1992, p. 5). Most diagnoses require criteria 
relating to severity and duration to be met.

Non-government school (private schools)	

Any school not administered by a Department 
of Education, but including special schools 
administered by government authorities other 
than the state and territory education departments.

Non-school qualification	

Non-school qualifications are awarded for 
educational attainments other than those of 
pre-primary, primary or secondary education. 
They include qualifications at the Post Graduate 
Degree level, Master Degree level, Graduate 
Diploma and Graduate Certificate level, Bachelor 
Degree level, Advanced Diploma and Diploma 
level, and Certificates I, II, III and IV levels.

Not in the labour force	

Persons who were not classified as employed or 
unemployed.

One parent family	

A family consisting of a lone parent with at 
least one dependent or non-dependent child 
(regardless of age) who is also usually residing 
in the household.

Out-of-Home Care	

In certain circumstances children and young 
people may not be able to live at home 
with their families. OOHC services provide 
placement and support to children and young 
people and their families where children and 
young people have been assessed as being at 
risk of harm, or where their parents are unable, 
for a period of time, to provide care.

Overweight or obese adults	

Overweight is defined by a body mass index 
(BMI) greater than or equal to 25 and less than 
30, while obesity is defined by a BMI greater than 
or equal to 30. BMI is body weight in kilograms 
divided by the square of height in meters.

Own account workers	

Own-account workers are those workers who, 
working on their own account or with one or 
more partners, hold the type of job defined as 
a self- employed job, and have not engaged on 
a continuous basis any employees to work for 
them during the reference period.

Population growth	

For Australia, population growth is the sum of 
natural increase and net overseas migration. For 
states and territories, population growth also 
includes net interstate migration. After the Census, 
intercensal population growth also includes an 
allowance for intercensal discrepancy.

Preschool	

Educational and developmental programs for 
children in the year before they begin full-time 
primary education.
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Private dwelling	

Normally a house, flat or even a room. It can 
also be a caravan, houseboat, tent, or a house 
attached to an office or rooms above a shop.

Quintiles	

Groupings that result from ranking all households 
or people in the population in ascending 
order according to some characteristic such 
as their household income and then dividing 
the population into five equal groups, each 
comprising 20% of the estimated population.

Separations (Hospital Separations)	

The term used to refer an episode of care 
for an admitted patient, which can be a total 
hospital stay (from admission to discharge, 
transfer or death), or a portion of a hospital 
stay beginning or ending in a change of type of 
care (for example, from acute to rehabilitation). 
Separation also means the process by which an 
admitted patient completes an episode of care 
either by being discharged, dying, transferring to 
another hospital or changing type of care.

Social disadvantage	

The range of difficulties that block life 
opportunities and which prevent people from 
participation fully in society. These difficulties 
include economic poverty, but also financial 
resources, poor health, disabilities, lack of 
education and skills and being subjected to 
inequitable treatment of discrimination

Standardised death rate (SDR)	

Standardised death rates enable the comparison 
of death rates between populations with different 
age structures by relating them to a standard 
population. The ABS standard populations relate 
to the years ending in 1 (e.g. 2001). The current 
standard population is all persons in the 2001 
Australian population. Standardised death rates 
are expressed per 1,000 or 100,000 persons.

Total fertility rate	

The sum of age-specific fertility rates. It 
represents the number of children a woman 
would bear during her lifetime if she experienced 
current age-specific fertility rates at each age of 
her reproductive life.

Unemployed	

Persons aged 15 years and over who were not 
employed during the week before the interview 
and had actively looked for full-time or part-time 
work at any time in the four weeks before the 
interview and:

• were available for work in the week before the 
interview, or

• were waiting to start a new job within four 
weeks from the interview and would have started 
in the week before the interview if the job had 
been available then.

Unemployment rate	

For any group, the number of unemployed 
persons expressed as a percentage of the labour 
force in the same group.

Vacancy rate 	

The percentage of all rental units (as in hotels) 
that are unoccupied or not rented at a given time

Voluntary work	

The provision of unpaid help in the form of time, 
service or skills.




